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On April 11, 2015, on the Vigil of the Sunday of Divine Mercy, Pope Francis declared  
an  Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. In his work “The Face of Mercy”, the Holy 

Father Francis writes: “We want to live this Jubilee Year in light of the Lord’s 
words: Merciful like the Father. The Evangelist reminds us of the teaching of 

Jesus who says, ‘Be merciful just as your Father is merciful’ (Lk 6:36). It is a 
program of life as demanding as it is rich with joy and peace.” 
In the articles that follow you will see how the SCCs are living out the 
Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy in each of their ministries. Whether 
it be in Education, Healthcare, Pastoral Ministry, or other outreach, the 
mercy of the Father is evident and available to all.  Our program Pauline 
200 gave a number of sisters throughout the community an opportunity 

to witness our work with the poorest of the poor. Their shared experience 
encourages all to bring a more vibrant energy to their own ministries. Truly, in 

the words of Pope Francis: “Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new 
 life and instills in us the courage to look to the future with hope.”

The Pauline 200 Project began on January 13th 
when eight SCC Sisters came to the Philippines 
to experience and learn about our mission for 
the blind. The celebration began with a Mass of 
Thanksgiving. After the lively and vibrant Mass, 
a musical and dance program presented by the 
blind girls, the staff, and Sisters followed. 
On the fourth day of Pauline 200 they participated 
in the Eucharist for the deceased who are buried 
in the crypt of Transfiguration Church. Arni, one of 
the blind who had died on December 15, 2015, is 
buried there. The Parish Priest celebrates a Holy 
Mass for the deceased each Saturday. All of the 
blind, the staff and Sisters took part.  
On the last day of the Pauline 200 Project the 
blind had prepared a good-bye party for the 
sisters. They sang, danced and some of the blind 
from the Leaning Center and the High School 
thanked the sisters for having visited them and 
shared their daily life. Some of the girls cried 
when they tried to speak. It is indeed impressive 
how deeply the bonds had grown during the two 

weeks of their stay.  At the end they had a gift for 
us: a frame with photos from the time spent with 
them and a t-shirt with the symbol of Margaretha 
Home. They became the new Team of Margaretha 
Home. As an unexpected surprise for the blind 
and the staff, the departing sisters sang a song of 
gratitude in Tagalog. The Sisters are now back in 
their convent homes filled with the love, joy and 
energy of their blind girls. 

Sister Marie Jose de la Rosa 
and Tricia share a hug.



                               Sister Mary Margaret Miller,       
                                  working at St. Nicholas Parish     
                                      in Wilkes Barre, PA, is      
                                       constantly on the go   
         attending to the various
                                          programs of the  Social             
                                         Concerns  Committee. 
                                        Sister noted that she is 
                                        involved in many activities
                                       during the year. 
                                   Every month there is a special 
                                program or effort to help or raise 
attention to the various needs of the Parish and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
She may solicit donations for the Women’s Abuse 
Shelters. Simple items such as towels, soap, lotions, 
and so forth are always welcome gifts.
The parishioners or school children regularly bring in 
canned goods to support the food pantry. The bags of 
food are distributed once a week and at Thanksgiving 
– or when someone just shows up at the door.
Sister visits parishioners in the hospitals as well as 
attending to the list of shut-ins with at least a monthly 
visit. Every Christmas and Easter Sister arranges for 
flowers for the shut-ins and those in Nursing Homes. 
The Parish gives a yearly grant to a worthy 
organization who can apply. And they have a special 

As a member of the Susquehanna 
Health System, Sister Carlita 
Jones reflected on her part 
in the Year of Mercy."As a 
speech therapist in an acute 
care setting, my days are 
spent evaluating hospital 
patients to determine their 
ability to take oral nutrition safely." 
On any given day Sister is feeding 
the hungry and giving drink to the  
thirsty. She visits the sick and in some cases, blesses 
the dying. Sister provides comfort to the afflicted, that 
is, the family members  as well as the patient . "At the 
end of the day, I bring all of my patients to prayer and 
ask for blessing upon them their loved ones.”

Sister Martha Kavanagh 
was kind enough to 
describe the various 
projects taking place 
for the Year of Mercy 
in the Bernardsville, 
NJ, area. Their parish, Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help, is 
reaching out to The Center For 

Great Expectations, which serves 
homeless, pregnant adolescents from ages 12 to 20. 
They also work with adult women with histories of 
childhood trauma, loss, parental neglect or exposure 
to abuse. In addition, Sister Martha works with a Bible 
Study group, a Young Mothers group, Senior Citizens, 
and the School – St. Elizabeth - community. All of 
these groups are asked to actively participate in the 
Year of Mercy in some way so sister will be working 
to make this all happen by meeting and planning with 
each group.
The teachers at St. Elizabeth are reading the book, 
"The Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy" by Mitch 
Finley. Each month two teachers will take a spiritual 
or corporal work of mercy to discuss with the faculty 
and children to find practical ways of performing that 
particular work.
At the Senior luncheon, the Seniors will be given a 
copy of the Works of Mercy and a handout listing 
ways that they, as seniors, would be able to contribute.
The Bible Study group will be sharing the book "God’s 
Name is Mercy" by Andrea Tornielli. During this 
meeting time they will get a chance to explore ways 
to make the Works of Mercy fit into everyday living.
The Companions of Pauline are using the ideas and 
prayers suggested by the SCC community and each 
month Sisters talk to the Companions about the 
various ministries where they serve worldwide. 
They are also planning an outreach project.  

Sister Mary Rose Mroz is presently
serving in the Camden diocese. 
She serves as a phone operator
“ears of mercy” for Vitality 
Resource and Referral Help
Line – a new ministry to assist
those who are elderly or disabled
and remain at home. Fielding calls 
from the chldren and spouses of 
loved ones who need to connect with the right 
service to be able to remain at home, she offers a 
compassionate heart and reassurance that God is 
with them as they try to find a solution. Some calls are 
referred to a Care Coordinator who will visit the homes 
in order to better assess their needs. 
In between times, Sister may do research to find a 
Podiatrist who will visit the housebound in their home; 
or find several options for a grief support group for a 
recent widow. For someone who can no longer remain 
at home, she may provide a list of care facilities that 
assists the client in practicing their Catholic faith. 
So while Sister Mary Rose may not physically see the 
face of her clients, she trusts that with God’s help and 
following Christ’s example, she may “reach out to them 
and support them so they can feel the warmth of our 
presence, our friendship, and our fraternity.”
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Jamaica Mission Trip – Sister Margaret Muchire

Sunday when the parishioners are asked to sign 
letters to Government Representatives asking for 
support for a program called “Bread For The World.”
During the month of June a week is set aside where, 
below the Church, they feed and house the homeless 
men in the area. This is coordinated with the 
churches in the diocese.
At Christmas they have a drive for toys and gifts so that 
needy families are taken care of.  The Feast of Saint 
Nicholas is a very special day  when the gifts are brought 
up to the altar at the Offertory procession of the Mass. 
During Lent, the various churches host a Lenten Prayer 
Service. The various religious groups take  turns 
assembling the service for their week.  

I am your piano, Lord; you are the pianist.
Play your music in me.
Play your music through me.
Play your music out of me into the world.
With these words in mind, Sister Margaret Muchire set 
off for a sponsored mission trip to Kingston, Jamaica 
with a group from St.Patrick Catholic Church, Carlisle, PA. 
On their arrival in Kingston, the Missionaries of the 
Poor (MOP) Brothers welcomed them warmly amid the 
breathtakingly, beautiful, mountainous scenery.  The 
poor housing structures on the road to the monastery 
immediately marked major material poverty.
Father Richard HoLung, a former Jesuit priest, 
founded this Congregation in 1981 to minister to the 
poorest of the poor.  The brothers live among the 
people in the ghettos of Kingston City.  Additionally, 
Missionaries of the Poor Sisters began four years ago.
Immersion in the spiritual life of the Brothers was part 
of the mission experience as they participated in their 
daily prayers, mediation, and Mass.
In Kingston, the Brothers have several centers/shelters 

for men, women, and children; as well as a crisis pregnancy 
center. Residents come to the brothers through various 
circumstances such as homelessness, abandonment and 
rejection by society. 
A wide range of disabilities exists among the residents.   I 
volunteered to work with the MOP Sisters who run the Holy 
Innocents Center for children, elderly, and pregnant women. 
Each Thursday, MOP Brothers run a free medical clinic 
with assistance from local and foreign volunteer medical 
professionals. Many Jamaicans travel from far away to 
come for the services offered here. 
These people are friendly and grateful for every little 
service offered. Simple acts such as getting a cup of water, 
holding the cup to their mouth, or feeding them were not 
taken for granted. It was very moving and humbling to be 
held by the hand and let by a developmentally challenged 
resident to the wall where all their photos were displayed; 
with a big smile, he pointed to his photo.
Mercy and compassion were visibly at work in the Brothers, 
their employees, volunteers, and among the residents. The 
poor serve the poor; they look out for one another. The able 
residents helped those far worse than themselves. Serving 
the poor is reciprocal. We give our service, resources 
and time and in return, they teach us humility and self-
acceptance, putting our lives in perspective. Above all, they 
teach us to joyfully take up our cross and follow Jesus. 
The poor do not require pity. Instead, they need 
unconditional love, compassion, and human dignity. 
They are our dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

Sisters Serenade Residents of Holly Manor   
Several Sisters of Christian Charity from Mallinckrodt 
Convent, Mendham, visited Holly Manor Center in the 
heart of Mendham Township Wednesday, February 17th 
for a sing-a-long. They came with voices ready to sing 
a variety of songs: “heart” songs, patriotic songs, state 
songs and well-known religious hymns.  The Sisters were 
accompanied by Sister Mary Edward Spohrer, (top, right) 
Provincial Superior and Music Director.  The chorus was 
well-received.  They were invited to return and share 
information about their foundress, Blessed Pauline, their 
history and ministries. 
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          Companions of Pauline Ponder “Mercy”     
Thanks to Sister Mary Veronica Kulsar

Provincial Liason for the Companions of Pauline

On Saturday, October 17th, the Companions of 
Pauline of the North American Province of the Sisters 
of Christian Charity held their annual retreat at the 
Motherhouse in Mendham. The theme for the day 
was “A Merciful Heart:  Blessed Pauline and the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy”.  The presenter 
for the event was Sr. Ann Marie Paul, SCC, Director 
of the Passaic Neighborhood Center for Women, 
who through presentations and interaction led the 
approximately 100 Companions and sisters to reflect 
on mercy in  Misericordiae Vultus and in the life of 
Blessed Pauline von Mallinckrodt, foundress of the 
Sisters of Christian Charity.  The day culminated in 
a reflection “Our Merciful Hearts” as to how each 
person will reflect mercy in his or her own life in the 
coming year.
Below the names are, from left to right:
Carla Murphy, Cynthia Jones, Sr. Mary Veronica 
Kulsar, SCC, Coordinator of the Companions
of Pauline, Deacon James Jones, Sister Ann Marie 
Paul, SCC, Director of the Passaic
Neighborhood Center for Women, Maria Seliga, 
Cynthia Sturla, and Tony Sturla.

    As the Jubilee Year of Mercy was set to begin 
for the universal Church, several fifth-grade 
students from Good Shepherd School in Camp 
Hill were putting one of the Corporal Works 
of Mercy into action, thanks to their school’s 
partnership with Holy Spirit Hospital.
    Two days before Thanksgiving, six students arrived at 
the hospital bearing dozens of handmade greeting cards 
and promises of prayer for patients and staff alike.
    Accompanied by their principal, Dr. Stephen Fry, the 
students visited several patients on two floors, spreading 
cheer and distributing cards that they and their classmates 
created. Traveling from room to room on the sixth and 
eighth floors, the students were welcomed with joy as 
they stopped at nurses’ stations, stepped forward to greet 
doctors in the hallways, and entered patients’ rooms.
    “It’s important for us to be here today, so that we can 
give the patients hope that they would be well, and to let 
them know that we’re praying for them,” student Ava Prince 
told The Catholic Witness. “They were happy to see us, 
and were telling us why they are in the hospital and how 
they’re getting better.”
Dr. Fry added “These kinds of visits are one way for our 
students to show mercy to others.” 
The pre-Thanksgiving visit was the latest event in a string of 
activities that the communities of Good Shepherd and Holy 
Spirit have mutually enjoyed since forming a partnership 
nearly a year ago.  “The partnership with Holy Spirit is 
a great opportunity for our children to get hands-on and 
real-world opportunities to serve. That’s a core part of our 
mission at Good Shepherd,” Dr. Fry remarked.
From Holy Spirit Hospital’s perspective, Ms. Lewis (Chief of 
Nursing) said. “We look for every opportunity to get into the 
community to promote healing and care. At the same time, 
students get exposed to the health care ministry.
  “This partnership has been such a win-win situation for 
Good Shepherd and for Holy Spirit Hospital,” Dr. Fry said.   
 Jen Reed (author) Emily M. Albert (photographer)from 
the December 11, 2015  Catholic Witness

Christ-like mercy sees the dear Savior in the person of the poor, 
and no defi nite limits can be set. Blessed Pauline

We are called to show mercy because mercy 
has fi rst been shown to us. Pope Francis
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I place all my trust in the Lord and from 
his mercy I await all good. Blessed Pauline

The signs he (Jesus) works, especially in the face of sinners, the poor, 
the marginalized, the sick, and the suff ering, are all meant to 
teach mercy. Everything in him speaks of mercy. Pope Francis

Congratulations to Sr. Henry 
Lambert who was selected 
as one of the finalists for the 
“Person of the Year 2015” by 
the Williamsport Sun Gazette.  
For 35 years, Sister Henry 
has been feeding the poor in 
the Williamsport area at St. 
Anthony’s Center.  
She opened St. Anthony's Center in 1980 for those 
who were down on their luck in the community and 
continues to operate the center today. It's safe to say 
that Sister Henry has spent her 80 years giving to the 
Williamsport community. 
And she's far from done. Every weekday Sister helps 
provide a balanced meal for those in need. She 
provides shelter and hope. The center also opens 
a free clinic Monday evenings and Wednesday 
mornings.
"Being here 35 years, I think this is what the Lord 
wanted me to do. As a Sister of Christian Charity I 
have always wanted to work for the poor."

The Generalate Sisters have taken advantage of 
the events in Rome celebrating this Jubilee Year 
of Mercy. They made the “Pilgrimage” through the 
Holy Door at St. Peter’s. (Seen here from left are Sr. 
DeSales, Sr. Adalberta, and Sr. Maria del Rosario) 
This began with a simple private procession up the 
street in front of St. Peter’s. They carried a cross with 
the special logo of the Year of Mercy on the front of it. 
Passing through the Holy Door, they made their way 
to the front of St. Peter’s where there was a crucifix so 
groups could pray. Sister Joanne Bednar

In the Motherhouse at 
Mendham the Sisters 
were able to create 
their own Holy Door by 
decorating the doors that 
lead into the  dining room. 
That makes it easily 
visible and a constant 
reminder of the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy.

Sister Sophia Marie Peralta was in Argentina at a 
day school there. She related how the devotion to 
Mother Pauline is well known and very much alive. 
The whole school supports their yearly mission trip.  
They hold bake sales, and various activities to bring 
in food and money. Then during the third week in 
July, the Juniors and Seniors (about 90 students) 
actually go out to the poorer areas, sleeping in 
local schools. Their parents and the sisters act as 
chaperones. While visiting these poor areas, the 
group will go knocking on doors to distribute food and 
sometimes a picture of Mary for the house. Needless 
to say, theirs is a very welcome presence!
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The Sisters at Holy Family Convent in Danville 
have their own outreach via knitting and crocheting. 
Sister Barbara, Sister Marcella and Sister Joan create 
a variety of items to be shared with the poor. Sister 
Barbara is seen here with some baby sets that will be 
sent to the Passaic Neighborhood Center for Women.



On October 5, 2015, 
Holy Spirit Hospital 
– A Geisinger 
Affiliate, welcomed 
Sister Mary Joseph 
Albright, SCC, to 
serve as Mission 
Integration Officer 
(MIO). The MIO will 
be an active member 
of the Sisters of 
Christian Charity, 
whenever possible, 
and will act to ensure 
that the Catholic identity of HSHS and the SCC charism are 
maintained and communicated to all who have contact with 
Holy Spirit.  Sister Mary Joseph will also collaborate with 
Holy Spirit, the Sisters of Christian Charity, and the Diocese 
of Harrisburg to maintain Holy Spirit’s Catholic mission.  
She will assist the Sponsorship and Mission Effectiveness 
Committee of the Health System Board of Directors, and 
will offer advice on matters related to the adherence of 
the Ethical and Religious Directives (ERD) for Catholic 
Healthcare Services.
To encourage commitment to the Mission, Vision, and 
Core Values of Holy Spirit – Geisinger Affiliate, Sister Mary 
Joseph instituted Rise and Shine in October.  This daily 
reflection seeks to nourish the spiritual life of employees 
dedicated to carrying out the healing ministry of Jesus 
Christ.  Special attention has likewise been devoted to 
strengthening employee knowledge of SCC Sponsorship 
and the history of the Congregation  
Highlighting the catholic identity of Holy Spirit - Geisinger 
Affiliate, seasons of the Church year are honored.  The 
Advent Giving Basket provided an opportunity for 
employees, patients, and visitors to “Advance the Kingdom 
of God” by praying for others.  Opportunities for scripture 
sharing were also offered.  Presently, the Lenten Season 
features Stations of the Cross, composed by Sister Mary 
Joseph and made available for personal use.  They are 
televised for the patients each Friday afternoon of Lent.
                                                                                                

At the invitation of St. Mary’s Prep principal Dr. 
Margaret McCluskey, students of ACS began a 
series of “Sister-Sessions” with the students of St. 
Marys elementary school in Denville, NJ.  Two by two, 
they visit the classes on a monthly basis and share 
some culture and information about their native land 
while learning some things about education and life in 
America.

In December, the group of Companions from the 
Danville area came to have dinner and visit with the 
Sisters at Holy Family Convent, Danville, PA. 
Again in December, the Mendham Companions 
traveled to Holy Family to spend time with the Sisters. 
Besides sharing their delightful company at dinner, 
the Companions also brought a gift of poinsettias – 
a plant for each Sister!

On November 30, after sixteen years of service, 
Sister Joanne Korn took her leave as a Reference 
Librarian at Hudson County Community College, 
Jersey City.  A reception was held in her honor, 
hosted by the library staff and teachers; a special 
guest was the President of the College, Glen 
Gabert, Ph.D. 

Sister Mary Edward Spohrer 
has been designated the 
recipient of the Pro Ecclesia 
et Pontifice medal. According 
to Wikipedia: "The Pro Ecclesia 
et Pontifice medal is an award 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 
It is also known as the “Cross 

of Honour”. The medal  was 
established by  Leo XIII on July 17, 

1888, to commemorate his golden sacerdotal jubilee. 
It is currently given for distinguished service to the 
church by lay people and clergy. It is the highest 
medal that can be awarded to the laity by the Pope." 
Sister is receiving this award for her years of  service 
to the Diocese of Paterson.
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Morris Catholic High School and 
Assumption College for Sisters 

Celebrate the feast of 
Our Lady of Lourdes

In 1958 when Morris Catholic High 
School began, it was dedicated to 
Our Lady of Lourdes.  1958 was the 
100th anniversary of the apparitions 
to St. Bernadette Soubirous in 
Lourdes, France.
Since then, a special Mass on 
February 11th is celebrated at the 
high school and for the past few 
years, administration has invited 
the international Sister students of 
Assumption College for Sisters to 
sing and perform liturgical dance 
according to their native traditions.
This year, students from Burundi, 
Tanzania, and Uganda sang and 
processed as they presented the 
Book of the Gospels. (top)  At the 
Offertory, Sister students from 
Vietnam (below) processed with the 
gifts of bread and wine presented by 
a Sister from Tanzania and another 
Sister from El Salvador. 

 Sister Romaine Niemeyer, SCC, FACHE, 
Chief Administrative Officer of Holy 
Spirit−A Geisinger Affiliate, announced 
that she will retire on June 30, 2016. Sister 
Romaine served as President and CEO of 
Holy Spirit Health System for 25 years, and 
then as Chief Administrative Officer of Holy 
Spirit−A Geisinger Affiliate.  Prior to that she 
held senior administrative positions for 20 
years under the direction of Sister Ursula Frei, 
SCC, Holy Spirit Hospital’s first administrator.
“It has been my privilege to serve in our Catholic healthcare 
ministry with so many talented and devoted people whose sole 
purpose is to take care of the sick and the well-being of our 
community,” Sister Romaine said. “The heart of our mission is to 
touch people’s lives through wellness, healing, compassion and with 
God’s unconditional love. I am excited about the future of Holy Spirit−A 
Geisinger Affiliate, as we continue to serve and to grow. The Sisters of 
Christian Charity’s (SCC) mission will continue through its sponsorship 
role of Holy Spirit, assuring our Catholic identity remains into the 
future.” 
“Sister Romaine has carried the mission of Christian Charity forward 
with unparalleled fidelity and commitment to the Church,” said Sister 
Mary Edward Spohrer, SCC, Provincial Superior of the Eastern 
Province of the Sisters of Christian Charity and Chair of the Sisters of 
Christian Charity Health Care Corporation. “Through a lifetime of 
service to God’s people, her faith, joy, energy and enthusiasm 
have touched many hearts.  Sister’s visionary leadership has 
always reflected a deep love for God and neighbor. She is, 
indeed, a woman led by the Spirit!”

I n t r o d u c i n g  o u r  P o s t u l a n t s
My name is Camille Lipari. I was born in Brooklyn, 
NY. I attended Hunter College in NYC and earned 
a BA and MsEd. I’m a first year postulant. I’ve been 
an early childhood education teacher for 16 years. I 
also work with the pro-life movement. One maxim of 
Mother Pauline that I like is, “All is gift, most tender 
love is due Him.”

My name is Cialinett Colon. I was born in the 
Dominican Republic and raised in New York City. 
Having been an immigration attorney prior to 
entering the convent, I have a particular interest in 
immigration issues. I am particularly drawn to the 
Sisters of Christian Charity because of their Eucharistic 
spirituality. The more I learn about Mother Pauline, the 
more I admire her loving nature and courage.

My name is Rosa Arca. I was born and raised in 
a good Catholic family. Growing up I was always 
eager to bring Christ’s love to people in whatever 
way I could. Right now I am happy to be a second 
year postulant with the Sisters of Christian Charity 
and my desire to be a religious sister and belong to 
God forever grows day by day.     (cont.)
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Sisters of Christian Charity
Development Office
350 Bernardsville Road
Mendham, NJ 07945

Serving 
with Love

                                  My name is Sara 
          Navarro. I was 
                                  born in Honduras
                                  and am a first 
                                  year postulant.  
          My entrance to 
                                  the SCC has 
                                  been a great 
blessing. I desire to grow in my 
relationship with Jesus and my 
brothers and sisters in Christ. I wish 
with all my heart to honor our Lord 
with my service to others.

My name is Lauren
Wagner and I am 
currently a second 
year postulant. 
I came from Allen-
town, PA. I grew up 
there and first met 
the Sisters when I 
was in high school. The chaplain of 
Allentown Central Catholic HS offered 
a day visit to the Motherhouse.  I was 
drawn to the sisters because I always 
felt so welcomed and so at home. 

2014
Sister Augusta Winter

Sister Ursula Frei
Sister Mary Alicia Callan
Sister Consuela Bradley

Sister Fidelis Sheeler
2015

Sister Mary Jerome Kunetz
Sister Pietra Cash

Sister Genevieve McGuire
Sister Anna Marie Ziegler

Sister Florita Gehret
Sister Lucina Kistner
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Save the date!  Third Annual Golf Outing
September 29,  2016


